
FEDERAL C OMMUNICATIONS COMMISS ION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF' 
T H E C HAIR MAN 

The Honorable Chellie Pingree 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2162 Raybw·n House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Pingree: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political adve1tisements. Your views are very impo11ant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of ''editorial control" i.s the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and l respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commjssion 's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Futther, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definjtion and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

s~ull 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICe: OF 
THE. CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Cedric L. Richmond 
U.S. House of Representatives 
240 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Richmond: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chai1man of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the onl ine file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing yam views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely, dl 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL COMMUN !CATIONS C OM MI SS IO N 

W A SHINGTON 

O F F I C E OF 

T H E C HAIRMAN 

The Honorable Kathleen Rice 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1508 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Rice: 

March 10, 201 6 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very imp01tant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cun-ent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to in formation about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political adve1tising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cunent "editorial control" definition and 
wiJI shine more sunlight on political and issue adve1tising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

TkiL 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE or 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Charles B. Rangel 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2354 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Rangel: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cunent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue adve1tising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~µAL 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL C OM MUN ICATIO N S COMMISS ION 

W A SH I N GTON 

OFF ICE O F 

THE C HAI RMAN 

The Honorable Mike Quigley 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2458 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Quigley: 

March 10, 201 6 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertjsements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. 1 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission ' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Fui1her, on .January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
wiJI shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fu lly that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

8Tuil 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C O MM U NICATION S C OMM I SSI ON 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CH ... IRMAN 

The Honorable Collin C. Peterson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2204 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Peterson: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political adve1iisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect yom suggestion. 

Since becoming Chai1man of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political adve1iising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political adve1iising in the 
Commission's online public inspection fi le database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the onVine file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~ki-L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMM U NICATIONS C OMM I SS ION 

W ASH INGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRM AN 

The Honorable Scott Peters 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1122 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Peters: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your Jetter indicates, the CUITent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. T 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Futiher, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online fi le requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting WJder the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~u(L 
Tom Wheeler 



F E D E RAL COMMUNICATIONS C OM MI SSI O N 

WASHIN GTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIRM AN 

The Honorable Ed Perlmutter 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1410 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Perlmutter: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the fuU disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cun-ent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political adve1tising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advettisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cuITent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely, k£-L 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C OM MU N ICATI O N S C OM MI SS IO N 

W ASHINGTO N 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIRM AN 

The Honorable Donald M. Payne 
U.S. House of Representatives 
103 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Payne: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very imp0ttant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. r 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commjssion, I have focused on expanding the public ' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection fil e database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue adve11ising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
signHicant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

TkAL 
Tom Wheeler 



FED E RAL C OMMU NICATIO N S C OMM I SSION 

W AS H I N GTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAl ~MAN 

The Honorable Bill Pascrell 
U.S. House of Representatives 
23 70 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washjngton, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Pascrell: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your Jetter w·ging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. 1 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission 's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commjssion adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~uil 
Tom Wheeler 



F E D ERA L COMMUNICAT IONS C O MMI S SI ON 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIRM AN 

The Honorable Frank Pallone 
U.S. House of Representatives 
237 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Pallone: 

March 10, 201 6 

Thank you for yow- letter urging the Commission to ensme the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cw-rent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to infonnation about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection fi le database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Fmther, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online fi le requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cunent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

s~Ji[L 
Tom Wheeler 



FED E R A L COMM UN !CATION S C OMMISS I ON 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE: OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Beto O'Rourke 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1330 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman O'Rourke: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter mging the Commission to ensme the full disclosure of sponsors 
of politicaJ advertisements. Your views are ve1y important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition . I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission 's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commis.sion adopted ruJes to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cunent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~M~L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
T HE CHP.I RMAN 

The Honorable Donald Norcross 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1531 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Norcross: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensme the full disclosw·e of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very impo11ant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As yow· letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect yom suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cwTent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go fru.1her. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

s~uiL 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASH I NGTON 

OFFICE OF 

T H E C HAIRMAN 

The Honorable Rick Nolan 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2366 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Nolan: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cwTent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. T 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, 1 have focused on expanding the public 's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve1iisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements ro include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cwTent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views w ith us . The fact that 1 70 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Tull 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMU N ICATION S C OMM I S SION 

W ASH INGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAI RMAN 

The Honorable Richard E. Neal 
U.S. House of Representatives 
341 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Neal: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for yorn Jetter urging the Commission to ensw·e the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political adverbsements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your Jetter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. l 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio 1 icensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cunent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~ui-L 
Torn Wheeler 



FEDERAL. COM MU NICATIONS COMM I SSION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF" 

THE CHAI R MAN 

The Honorable Grace F. Napolitano 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1610 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Napolitano: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very impo1tant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities requfred to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
sate! lite TV providers. broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cwTent "editorial control', definition and 
wi ll shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate ful ly that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~JJ-L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

Oi"F'ICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Jen-old Nadler 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2109 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Nadler: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter w·ging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. 1 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chai.nnan of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection .file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new niles expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Tu£-L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE C HAIRMAN 

The Honorable Patrick Murphy 
U.S. House of Representatives 
211 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Murphy: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter mging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and 1 appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the CUITent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. 1 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chai1man of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political adve1tising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 20 I 4, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online fi le requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the ctment "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

:;:ti£-l 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL C OMM UNICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASHI NGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable John Yarmuth 
U.S. House of Representatives 
403 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Yarmuth: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosme of sponsors 
of politicaJ advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As yom letter indicates, the cttnent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Conunission, 1 have focused on expanding the public's 
access to info1mation about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of politicaJ adve1iising in the 
Commission 's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editoriaJ control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not Jost. 

Sincerely, .. I j ) 
JI://!)!~! c-

Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMM UN I CATIONS COM MISSION 

W ASH I NGT ON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIRM.-.N 

The Honorable Frederica S. Wilson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
208 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Wilson: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and l appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cuJTent definition of ''editorial control" is the sponso1ing 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to info1mation about political adve1tising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s onl ine public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
arc required to identify an adve11isement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the ctment "editorial control" definition and 
wi!J shine more sunlight on political and issue adve1iising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 1 70 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely, I / j 
];: f/)f {</~ 

Tom Wheeler 


